
A terrified woman, a haunted 
house, and the mystery of one of 

America’s most famous ghost 
stores! – narrative nonfiction 

By:  Katia Bachko 



Learning Goal – Vocabulary 
I understand and use the 
following words in my 
speaking and writing. 
1. allegedly 
2. alluring 
3. blueprint 
4. eccentricity 
5. paranormal 
6. rattled 
7. recluse 
8. skepticism 
9. tuberculosis 
10. vengeful 

 



 

1.  allegedly 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  alluring 

 

-having been stated as fact without proof. 

 

 

 

 

 

-very attractive or tempting; enticing. 

 

 



3. blueprint- 

 

 

 

 

4. eccentricity- 

 

 

 

-A detailed plan or outline. 

 

 

 

 

-Oddness; peculiarity;  

unusualness. 

 

 

 5.  paranormal-     Not scientifically 
explainable. 

 

 

 



6. rattled 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. recluse 

 

 

 

8. skepticism 

 

-unnerved; frightened, or confused. 

 

 

 

 

 

-A person who lives alone  

from society. 

 

 

-doubt that something is true; 
disbelief. 



9.  tuberculosis 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
10.  vengeful 

-a highly contagious bacterial disease that 
usually affects the lungs but can also affect 
other parts of the body, such as the brain, 
kidneys, or spine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-desiring or seeking revenge. 
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 Currently, more than 10 ghost-hunting “reality 
shows” air on TV. Regardless of what you may think of 
such programs, there’s no denying that ghosts are a hot 
topic these days. Of course, this fascination with ghosts 
is nothing new; ghosts have been floating around in our 
imaginations for ages. 
 “Whispers From the Grave” examines this 
fascination and explores its roots through the bizarre—
and ultimately heartbreaking—story of Sarah 
Winchester, who built one of the strangest homes in 
America in an effort to appease the angry ghosts she 
thought were haunting her. The article is paired with 
Valerie Worth’s poignant poem “Haunted 
House.”     video of the house 

http://vimeo.com/328021
http://vimeo.com/328021


Tuesday: 

Learning Goal –  
I can use effective strategies to 
increase my comprehension! 

 
 

Discussion: 
1. How many of you enjoy ghost stories in some 
form—movies, TV shows, books, or tales 
whispered at sleepover parties or around the 
campfire? 
2.  Why do these ghost stories appeal to you? 
3.  Silently read the skills-focus box on page 4. 
4.  Some students have explained why they like 
ghost stories; can anyone think of other reasons 
people might be fascinated by ghosts? 
5. As we read the article, look for the reasons we 

have identified, as well as additional reasons 
mentioned in the article for why we find these 
stories so fascinating. 

 
 



Learning Goal –  
I can analyze a poem. 

 
 
 
 



1. Silently, read the 
poem to yourself. 

2. Discuss - Why do you 
think the poem is 
titled “Haunted 
House”? 

3. Let’s read it in our 
best voices! 

4. Do you think the 
house is actually 
inhabited by ghosts, 
or do you believe the 
poet might be using 

      another meaning of          
 haunted.  

Haunted House 
By:  Valerie Worth 

 
Its echoes,  Who are still 
Its aching stairs,  Here:  leaning 
Its doors gone stiff In the closet like 
At the hinges,  That curtain rod, 
 
Remind us of its  Sleeping on the cellar 
Owners, who  Shelf like this 
Grew old, who  Empty 
Died, but  Jelly jar. 
 
 



 



FRIDAY: 

Learning Goal –  
I know when to use among or 
between in my speaking and 
writing. 

 
 
 
 



Use among if you’re 
referring to a group. 

Examples: 

 Speaking loudly is a 
common trait among the 
four brothers in that 
family. 

 The rose is my favorite 
among all the beautiful 
flowers at the botanical 
gardens. 

Use between if you’re 
referring to 
1) two people, places, or 
things 
2) any number of distinct, 
individual items 
Examples: 
 Between you and me, I still 

watch Sesame Street. 
 
 Babbette couldn’t decide 

between the mystery, the 
romance, or the science-
fiction novel. 



 
 
 After Reading Discussion: 

1. What is the author’s purpose for writing this article? 
A. to convince the reader that ghosts are real 
B.  to explain who Sarah Winchester was 
C. to explore our enduring fascination with ghosts 
 
2. Sequencing: Place the following events in the order in which they happened. 
 Sarah meets with Adam Coons. 
 The Winchester House is declared a landmark. 
 The Civil War starts. 
 Sarah spends $5.5 million building her mansion. 
 Sarah’s husband dies. 
 Sarah moves to San Jose. 
 
 

 


